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AN UNDESCRIBED NERINE FROM THE S.E. TRANSVAAL 
GORDON MCNEIL 


ABSTRACT 


A Nerine previously confused with the species N. angustifolia Baker and N. appendiculata 
Baker is described. 


UITTREKSEL 


"'N ONBESKRYFTE NERINE VAN DIE S.O. TRANSVAAL. 


"n Nerine vroeér verwar met die spesies N. angustifolia Baker en N. appendiculata Baker 
word beskryf. 


Nerine platypetala McNeil, sp. nov. 


Bulbus ovatus, 3 cm longus, 2 cm diam., collum varium; tunicae tenuissimae 
albae; foliae 3—5 glabrae, angustissime lanceolatae, ad 65 cm longae, sulcatae, 
ad apicem attenuantes et planae evadentes et obtusae terminanter, 2 mm latae, 
basi rubescentes 5 mm latae, spiraliter 1—2 vice tortiles; pedunculus teres, 
glabratus, robustus, sufflavus viridis, 40 cm longus, basi 6 mm diam. ad 4 mm; 
spathae valvae pallidae roseae, membranes, lanceolatae, 2 cm longae ad 1 cm 
latae; umbella 12—15 florae; pedicelli pulli virides, dense pubescentes, 5 cm 
ad 1,5 cm longi, 1 mm diam.; segmenta perianthii paene regulares, quasi 
coruscantes, punicea, basi rubescentes cum prominente linea rubra supra, et 
cum linea virida infra, coniuncta per 8 mm postea patula plana evandentes 
3,9 cm lata hac causa nomen aptum est, id est “platypetala”, evadentes exteriores 
segmenta perianthii subacuta cum apicula alba promintente pubigera, interiores 
obtusa, 6 mm lata ad 2,4 cm longa; filamenta linearia declinata et fasiculata, 
basi forma palmula coniuncta corona minuta, et breviore dimidio quam 
periantho; antherae 2 mm longae purpureo brunneae; stylus filamentae aequi- 
longus, roseum rubescens ad stigma; stigma minute 3-lobatum profunde 
rubrum; ovarium fulgens pubescens saturate purpureo brunneum. 

Bulb ovoid, 3 cm long, 2 cm diam. with a neck varying in length; tunics 
thin, white; leaves 3—5, synanthus or may be hysteranthus, glabrous, deep 
green, of thin texture, very narrowly lanceolate, up to 65 cm long, channelled 
and tapering evenly to a flat obtuse apex 2 mm wide, the base 5 mm wide, 
reddened, and twisted once or twice; peduncle terete, glabrous, stout, light 
green, 40 cm long, 6 mm diam. tapering to 4 mm; spathe valves, pale pink, 
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membranous, broadly lanceolate, 2 cm long, 1 cm wide; umbel 12—15 flowered; 
pedicels, dark green, densely glandular pubescent, 5 cm—1,5 cm long, 1 mm 
diam.; perianth almost symmetrical spreading in a regular flat funnel form to 
3,9 cm across, hence the name ‘‘platypetala’’; perianth segments, oblanceolate, 
pink, glittering, flushed rose-red at base with a prominent red central streak 
on basal half of upper side, and green streak on apical half of lower side, 
connivent for 8 mm; 2,4 cm long by 6 mm wide, the outer segments subacute 
with a prominent white-haired apiculus and the inner segments obtuse; filaments 
pale pink, declinate, half as long as the perianth, closely bunched, rising from 
a minute corona and widened to a palmate base 1 mm by 1 mm which is 
appendiculate for the segments of the outer whorl only; anthers dark purple 
brown, 3 mm long by | mm broad; sty/e equal in length to the filaments, bright 
pink; stigma minutely three lobed, deep red; ovary shiny, minutely pubescent, 
dark purple-brown. 


TRANSVAAL: 2729BB (Volksrust) 10 miles N. of Volksrust in vlei, 28th Feb. 1966. G. 
McNeil 17, (holotype NBG; isotypes PRE, GRA, NU, K, and BM): 2730AC (Vryheid): 
Wakkerstroom Feb. 1917, H. W. Beeton 181 (SAM 12488): Wakkerstroom Jan. 1967, Mauve 
and Télken 4521 (PRE). 


The species is considered closest to N. pancratioides Baker in its almost 
regular perianth and flat segments, and to N. angustifolia Baker in its glabrous 
peduncle, pubescent pedicels and ovary and to both in its long narrow semi- 
terete leaves. It differs from the first in its much larger markedly rubescent 
perianth, its stouter much shorter peduncle carrying a lesser number of flowers, 
and its spreading pedicels where those of N. pancratioides are bunched and 
erect, nor does it have its filaments alternating with “bifid square scales” as 


described by Baker for N. pancratioides and observed by the writer in herbarium 
specimens of it. 


It differs from N. angustifolia in its almost actinomorphic perianth, and its 
broader, flatter, shorter perianth segments which deepen basally to dark red 
where those of N. angustifolia are more uniformly pink, and narrow, crisped 
and recurving, often falcate and quite irregularly arranged. 


The writer has examined a wide range of plants at both known localities 
and found the nerine consistent for all diagnostic characteristics, nor has he 
ever found a sign of deviate or intermediate forms amongst it, nor among 
adjacent populations of N. angustifolia Baker and N. appendiculata Baker. 
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